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“Taught from their infancy that beauty is woman’s
scepter, the mind shapes itself to the body, and, roaming
round its gilt cage, only seeks to adorn its prison.” – Mary
Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Women
(1792) In these four lectures, Professor Jeffrey Nall utilizes
lecture, thought experiments and facilitated class
discussion to introduce students to the intricacies and
power of feminist theory and criticism. The course starts
out with an overview of the evolution of feminist thought
and its present features. Subsequent lectures implement
feminist concepts and critiques to engage and reevaluate
the thinking of classical western intellectuals and
contemporary culture. In addition to developing a better
understanding of feminism, the course is designed to aid
students in reflecting on and developing insights into
their own gendered experiences as men and women.

1. The Fundamentals of Feminism

Introduces students to key feminist concepts including
“the personal is political,” intersectionality, standpoint
epistemology, patriarchy and various competing feminist
theories.

2. Androcentrism: Where Do Women Fit Into

“Mankind”?

Introduces students to the ways in which women have
been defined by male intellectuals, and how dominant
visions of humanity continue to marginalize women’s
values, beliefs and experiences. Presents contemporary
cultural examples of the ways in which women continue to
be treated as “other” compared to men.

3. Gender: What’s so Funny About a Male in a Classic

Pin-Up Pose?

What is gender and how does it uphold sexism? This
lecture explains the feminist approach to gender and how
it differs from sex. The class will show that historic
conceptions of “woman” continue to shape attitudes and
assumptions in contemporary culture.

4. Everyday Misogyny: What’s Wrong With Throwing

Like a Girl?

Some believe that sexism is largely “a thing of the past.”
Feminists disagree. This lecture introduces students to not
only the overt and conscious displays of sexist
discrimination, but also the often unconscious prejudices
that undermine efforts to achieve equality for women.
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